Teniposide: overview of its therapeutic potential in adult cancers.
Teniposide was introduced into clinical trials prior to etoposide, but its role was not defined because interest shifted early on to etoposide. However, long-term encouraging results obtained in acute leukemia treated with teniposide have rekindled interest in this compound. In addition to pharmacokinetic differences, teniposide has greater CNS penetrance and is more lipophilic. Its greater potency is related to enhanced intracellular uptake. Although its antitumor spectrum of activity appears to be very similar to that of etoposide, a search for some differences might prove instructive.